Mike Milillo
Study Guide

Technology Assignments

Assignment One:

Tumblr Letter Home

For this activity, you will write a letter as either the narrator or Luo to their respective parents back home.  You will need to upload the letter to your Tumblr account.  Upload it as a text post and provide links to ALL the material you include.
In the letter you will need to address the following topics:

· Description of your everyday life

· Provide images that are relevant to your description

· Descriptions of your emotional and psychological state

· Provide any songs or poems that will help your parents understand you

· Detail your interactions with the townspeople, including the Seamstress and her father

· Provide images or drawings to help your parents visualize the people you describe

· Discuss some of the books you’ve been reading 

· Provide links to websites, videos, or images that relate to the book(s) you discuss

· Use FIVE vocabulary words from the word list
*Don’t worry about hiding this information, a trusted friend will deliver the letter*

Modifications
I would provide a sample letter for all students to use as a basis their assignments, in addition to providing detailed outline worksheets for students who need more instruction.  The outline will present the student with prompts that highlight important information to use in their letter.  Each prompt will explicitly ask for specific information in multiple steps.  The students will be able to use these prompts to extract relevant information that they can then use to write a coherent letter with specific information.

The following example illustrates the type of prompts the students will receive:
Who is someone I (Narrator/Luo) interacted with?

What does this person look like?

Where did I meet this person?

What does this person do?

How does this person act?
Do I like this person?

Why/Why not?

How does this person make me feel?
Assignment Two:

Balzac’s Word Cloud

There are many novels the narrator and Luo read throughout the course of the book.  You have been provided with summaries from some of these novels.  
Directions:

· Choose ONE of the summaries provided and use Wordle to make a word cloud with it
· Select SEVEN on the largest words depicted
· Select words that are not characters or places
· Using these seven words, describe how the words relate to Balzac
· Also, discuss any words that cannot relate to Balzac 
· Finally, predict what the story will be about based upon the most frequently used words
Modifications:

Similar to the first activity, I would create a detailed worksheet that explicitly addresses the information and connections I want the students to make as they compare the two stories.
The following illustrates the guiding questions used to make connections between the texts:
First word:
What does this word mean?

Is this word used in Balzac?

How is this word used in Balzac?

Does this idea come up in Balzac?

Where is this idea used in Balzac?
Is this word important to our understanding of Balzac?
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Assignment Three:
Google Earth/Google Sketch Up

For this assignment, you will be using Google Sketch Up to visually represent certain aspects of the text.  
Choose ONE of the following assignments:

· Illustrate the house, interior and exterior, Luo and the narrator lived in
OR

· Illustrate articles of clothing the characters wear
Directions:

Luo and the Narrator’s House

· Based on its description in the text, recreate the interior and exterior of their home
· Be sure to include specific items they discuss having

· Add any appropriate items that would be found in the house

· Upload the house exterior to Google Earth with the coordinates provided

· Write up an explanation of your representation of their house

Characters’ Clothing

· Select FIVE characters whose clothing you want to recreate
· Choose ONE outfit for each character 
· Use the text as a basis for your designs
· Provide specific page numbers as evidence/rationale for your design
· Write up an explanation of clothing design
Modifications:

I will provide struggling students with pages that describe the house or clothing the characters wear.  They will also receive a guided work sheet that asks for specific details about the physical appearance of the house or clothing.
Here are sample questions to help identify details about their home:

Where do Luo and the narrator live?

Is it big or small?

What color is it?

What shape is it?

Is it clean or dirty?

Are there windows?
What is in the inside of their home?

How many rooms are there?

Where are their beds?

Where is the door?

Assignment Four:
Storify Journal

This assignment will require a Storify and YouTube account.
Directions:

· Select FOUR events from the previous chapter(s)

· For each event, you will create a video

· In each video, you will act as Luo or the narrator

· Describe the event as the character you chose

· Detail your reaction to these events

· Discuss how you feel as a result of the event

· Explain how you would have liked the event to have transpired

· Once you complete all four videos, create a new story on Storify and upload all four videos with a brief description of its contents

Modifications:

Struggling students will be provided with an example of the assignment and a worksheet that will help them sequence events from the story.  The worksheet will also help the students to put themselves into the character’s shoes.
Assignment Five:

You Are Thinking of Chairman Mao

Calling all musicians!  This assignment calls for you to create the most beautiful symphony.
Directions:

· Using Garage Band, or any other music creating/editing program you are familiar with, you will create a piece of music to please Chairman Mao

· Create a song that lasts AT LEAST TWO MINUTES
· Use any melody and instruments to help you create a song worthy of Mao’s attention

· Feel free to record your own audio track

· Also include any lyrics you create

· Lyrics are NOT required

· Include an introductory, middle, and ending segment to your song

· Also record a separate audio track where you discuss the elements of the song

· Be sure to discuss why you included the specific instruments and melodies in the song
· Discuss how you came up with the idea for the song
· Discuss inspirations you used to create your masterpiece 

· Describe why Mao would enjoy the song

Modifications:

This assignment may be especially difficult for many students, so they would be provided with prerecorded audio tracks to use or inspire their work.  The students who chose the prerecorded tracks will still have to discuss the set of questions at the end of the directions.
Assignment Six:

Kevin Bacon Vocabulary Game
Be prepared, this assignment will test your web browsing prowess!
Directions:
· Select a pair of words from the word list provided
· Go to Dictionary.com and enter the word

· Write the definition in a Word Document

· Click on the Thesaurus link at the top of the page

· Using the list of synonyms provided you have to navigate from the first word to the second word in the pair you selected WITHOUT TYPING
· To repeat, you are only to use the mouse to navigate, you cannot type anything into the search bar on Thesaurus.com
· With each click, record the word and it’s definition until you reach the second word in the pair

· Use as many clicks as necessary to reach the word

· If you get stuck, you may start over, but keep your original search in the Word Document

· Once you have reached the final word in the pair, discuss your thought process as you worked through the words

· Detail any strategies you used 

· Discuss how the words you selected are related

· Discuss their relevance to the text

Modifications:
There are two modifications for struggling students.  The first modification would provide students with a middle linking word to guide them through their search.  The second modification would number how many words are between the provided words to further guide the student.  Additionally, if more modifications are necessary, the students can be provided with the definition for the missing words to help guide them.  Students will also be provided with an example of a successful word chain.
Here’s an example:

Revolutionary – (Rebel) - (Insurgent) – (Anarchist) - Anarchic
Infernal - Sadistic

Infernal-Satanic-Diabolic-Nefarious-Heinous-Villainous-Atrocious-Beastly-Sadistic
Assignment Seven:

Vocabulary Imagery
Get ready to draw!
Directions:

· Select FIVE words from the word list
· For each word, use Dictionary.com to view the definition
· Go to Slimber, SketchPad, or QueekyPaint
· Click on the “Painter” button for Slimber
· Illustrate each word using one of the sites
· Use information from the definition to represent the word visually
· Draw upon the context of the definition
· Illustrate one aspect of the word 
· If possible illustrate an example of the word
· For example, with ordeal, you can illustrate an example of an ordeal, like a car accident
· Save the images to your computer and upload them on Tumblr
· Take a screenshot of the image if you cannot save it
· For each image, describe why you represented it the way you did in a Tubmlr text post
Modifications:

Students who struggle would be provided with the definitions for each word and several easy to visualize examples of its use for the students to base their drawings.  For students who chose ordeal, they will be provided with multiple examples of ordeals to inspire their work or to use as a basis for their image.  
Assignment Eight:

Dramatic Presentation

Get your cameras out; you’re going to become movie stars!  For this assignment, your group will be reenacting a familiar story.  

Directions:

· Your group will record yourselves reenacting Balzac
· Don’t reenact the entire novel, choose FIVE key scenes that are integral to the reader’s/viewer’s comprehension of the story
· Record your presentation and upload it to YouTube
· EACH MEMBER of the group will write a short reflection detailing why they chose those scenes 
Modifications:

Students will be provided with a mock script that explicitly requires the students to address specific aspects required for the assignment.  Additionally, students will be provided with a list of scenes they can choose from, with recommendations for the order of scenes.

Here’s an example of a mock script page:

Scene #______

Who is in this scene?

Where are they?

What are they doing?

Why are they there?

What is the conflict in this scene?

Who is the antagonist?

How is the conflict resolved?

Why is this scene integral to an understanding of the novel?
