Microfiction Lesson
Rationale: The purpose of the lesson is to introduce and develop writing skills in a structured, non-traditional format.  By requiring students to write under imposed word limits, they will begin to internalize particular aspects of writing, such as effective word choice, writing to task, writing for specific audiences, and conciseness.  This lesson also introduces new forms of creative writing, including those used primarily through the internet.
Materials:


-Microfiction worksheet


-Not Quite What I Was Planning, Smith Magazine

-Twitterature, Alexander Aciman and Emmet Rensin

-Computer/Smart Phone with internet access

-Modified formatted writing sheets
Common Core Standards:

· W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
· W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· W.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience
Procedure:


-Introduction: The lesson will begin with the analysis of Hemingway’s shortest story, “For Sale: Baby’s Shoes, Never Worn”, along with a brief introduction to the literary folklore behind the story.  In our discussion, we will address the inferred context of the story, as well as the ability to convey much meaning in few words.  We’ll also discuss the limitations of writing concisely.  

-Instructional Strategies: After our introduction to the lesson, we will discuss the definition of Microfiction be breaking the word into two chunks and finding the meaning of each word making up the compound word Microfiction.  Once we have analyzed the words on their own, the students will be required to make their own definition of Microfiction.  After a brief history of the topic, we will explore the five forms presented, looking at examples from each.  During this time, students will also be able to look through Not Quite What I Was Planning and Twiiterature for more examples, as well as inspiration for their own writing.  The class will then be split into five groups, each starting at one station focused on one of the five forms of Microfiction presented.  At each station, students will read, write, and share stories specific to one of the forms.  Computers will be available at each station for students to monitor their word or character count and publish their stories.  After five to seven minutes, each group will move on to the next station.  Once every group has been to each station, we will share some stories as a whole, discussing ways to expand or shorten the students’ stories.  Each student will have to publish or submit at least one story during the lesson.

-Adaptations:  For students who struggle with the format of each type of Microfiction, a formatted worksheet will be provided that segments each form into the desire unit.  For example, for 6 Word Memoirs, the students will have a sheet with a series of six blanks with ideas to shape their story.  Story ideas or story starters will be available at each station to help students begin the writing process.

-Technology:  Student interaction with technology will be dependent on their chosen form of writing.  While writing Twitterature, they will be able to use a smart phone or computer capable of submitting tweets.  For 55 Fiction and Drabble, as well as those who choose not to use Twitter, students will write their story on the website WordCounter.net.  Students will submit or “publish” their stories through Twitter, ShortText.com, or PollEverywhere.com. 

-Closure:  The lesson will end with students sharing their stories, and a discussion of their choices as a writer and how they could expand upon the story or make it shorter.  Each student will have to submit at least one story they created during the lesson either through Twitter, ShortText.com, or PollEverywhere.com.
Assessment:


-Short Term:  As a homework assignment for the next class, students will have to translate their story into another form of Microfiction, along with a paragraph describing their choices in modifying their story.

-Long Term:  Students will choose one text, either read in class or on their own, and create a 100 word, 55 word, Tweet, Haiku, and 6 word version of the story.  The students will also include a short reflection upon the process, noting their preferred method and any difficulties they had while writing the stories.  
Self-Reflection:  One concern I have with the lesson is whether there will be an appropriate amount of time for students to explore each form of Microfiction and write a story.  While I chose to have students move from station to station, one method I considered was to allow students to choose what form they want to write and to move on from that station when they feel ready.  By following the second method, students will be able to guide their own learning, but they potentially will only experience one of the many forms of Microfiction we discussed in class.  It may also be prudent to split this lesson into several individual lessons, each focusing on one or two forms, so that students have enough time with each form.
