Detecting Bias Lesson
Rationale: The purpose of the lesson is to develop the students’ ability to identify and analyze author’s purpose, perspective, and bias in non-fictional writing.  Students will work to identify the audience of a text, while also researching information about the piece’s target audience.  The students will also delve into identifying different biases in non-fictional texts, and begin to analyze the author’s choices in presenting information in either a subjective or objective fashion.
Materials:


-Daily Show clip 

-MSNBC, Fox News, Washington Post, and Al Jazeera articles

-How to Detect Bias Sheet
Common Core Standards:

· RI.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose
· RI.5: Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging

· RI.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· RI.2: Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
· W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Procedure:


-Introduction: The lesson will begin with a viewing of a clip from the Daily Show noting examples of bias in Fox News Reporting.  During and after the viewing, students will identify examples of opinion, or bias, within the report, including the report itself, its content, and the examples used.  We will discuss the target audience of the report and how the information was presented.

-Instructional Strategies: After the video, we will discuss the following words: bias, subjective, objective, and partial.  Part of our discussion will be to link the synonymous words together and establish a scale of partiality.  We will then look at the Washington Post article and look for signs of bias according to the worksheet with information from the Fair.org website.  We will address issues of voice, meaning, audience, and perspective during our reading of the article.  Next, once the reading of the Washington Post article is complete, the students will be split into three groups.  Each group will have one of the articles from MSNBC, Fox News, and Al Jazeera, without any identification as to the source on the article.  The groups will read, analyze, and annotate the articles, looking for examples of bias previously discussed.  The groups will rotate to the next two stations to repeat the process for each article.  Once each group has read all three articles, the students, individually, will reflect on the three viewpoints presented and decide which article(s) were exhibiting a form of bias.  We will discuss their thoughts on the articles and the revelation of the source of each article.

-Adaptations:  For students who struggle inferring meaning and perspective from informational texts, annotated versions of the articles will be provided that highlight sections of the article that includes an example of bias.  Some examples of bias will also be clearly identified for students use as a model, along with an explanation of why the selected portion is considered to be biased.

-Technology:  Students will interact with technology at the beginning of the lesson, as the class watches the Daily Show clip, and during their reading of the four articles.  Students will have the opportunity to read the articles online, and will be able to share their final responses through an approved web application like Twitter or Poll Everywhere. 

-Closure:  The students will have to identify two examples of bias, one from their lives, and one I have exhibited during class.  Students will share their responses, through the internet at their discretion, as we discuss how to adjust any observed biases in the classroom.
Assessment:


-Short Term:  The homework for this lesson will instruct the students to find an article that exhibits some form of bias and rewrite it presenting the information in an objective fashion.  Students will also briefly discuss the bias of the original article and its target audience.

-Long Term:  Students will find two articles exhibiting opposite biases and will write an objective article presenting the information.  Students will need to research the topic and present their articles with a bibliography of their cited works.
Self-Reflection:  Inherent in any discussion of bias, is the role I play in disseminating information objectively.  One concern I have for this lesson is that some of my biases will seep into the discussion and my presentation of the information in a way that alienates the students.  I don’t feel that I have to be always objective, but when I do exhibit any of my biases, I want to explain the rationale behind my belief while not pushing any of my students away from participating in this, and future, discussions.
