Word Study Lesson
Rationale: The purpose of this lesson is to help students recognize familiar roots and affixes, while exposing them to common word families.  In this lesson, the students will develop the students’ ability to segment unfamiliar words and extract meaning from roots and affixes.
Materials:


-Computer with internet access (T.V. Clips for introduction)
-Envelopes with prefixes, suffixes, and roots
-Word Meaning Worksheet (Modified and Unmodified)
-Markers, colored pencils, and paper (Word Family Map)
Common Core Standards:

· RL.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone
· W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

Procedure:


-Introduction: To start the lesson, the class will watch two short clips from the television shows 30 Rock and Big Bang Theory.  In these two clips, the characters demonstrate two methods of word analysis.  In the clip from 30 Rock, one characters remarks “That's what you think, but the Hornberger System shall devail! Is that the opposite of prevail?”  In the clip from Big Bang Theory, two characters are arguing when one mistakenly claims “astro” means space: “Well, I am the astrophysicist! Astro means space!”, to which he is rebutted, “Astro means star.”  While their conclusions were wrong, they highlight key aspects of word analysis, namely recognition of affixes and roots and the meaning associated with each.  We will discuss the method these characters followed to find meaning and make new words, taking note of the proper or fundamental knowledge of how affixes work in our language.

-Instructional Strategies: After the introductory discussion, we will discuss what affixes and roots are, asking students to share words they are familiar with that have common affixes or roots.  Then, we will create a word tree using a familiar root.  The students will be given the definition of the root and the class will come up with as many words as possible that have that root in it.  We will discuss the meaning of the words they provide, modeling the steps necessary to properly analyze a word.  In pairs, the students will then create similar graphic representations of other word families.  In the same pairs, the students will be given an envelope with slips of paper with prefixes, suffixes, and roots written on them.  The students are to manipulate the slips of paper to create as many words as possible using the slips provided.  On the back of the slips will either be a definition of the root or affix, or words using the affix or root to help the student discern its meaning.  They will note each combination they come up with and the pair which has the most words will receive a small reward.  For the remaining time, and for homework, students will work on a worksheet that has common and uncommon words with affixes and roots.  They students will be asked to first break the word down into separate parts and identify the meaning of each chunk.  Then, the students will be asked to provide the word’s definition without the use of a dictionary.

-Adaptations:  A modified worksheet will be provided that completes half of the steps for some of the words.  The sheet will provide what some of the word chunks mean to help the students construct the word’s meaning, but later questions with the same affixes or roots will not have those steps completed.

-Technology:  Technology will be used at the beginning of the lesson for the television clips.  If the students are inclined, they may use websites like Glogster to create interactive word family maps.  

-Closure:  To finish the lesson, the students will present the word family maps they made in pairs, discussing the meaning of the root and some of the related words.  The students will continue to add to these maps for further assignments.
Assessment:


-Short Term:  For homework, the students will complete the worksheet that requires them to chunk the word first and then provide its definition.  Then students will not be able to use a dictionary for this assignment.

-Long Term:  The students will continue to add on to the word family maps they made during class.  They will create large posters of the word families that will be displayed around the classroom throughout the year.  Students will add more words to the poster as they come across them so that their understanding and grasp of the families continue to grow during the year.
Self-Reflection:  I worry that the activities are too repetitive and don’t ask enough of the students.  Concerning the activities, the repetitive nature might make the work go very quickly, so I should consider a longer, more involved activity to use with the information they learned.  I wanted the students to have a lot of practice with the process of chunking the word into affixes and roots, so I included all these activities.  In hindsight, it may be appropriate to practice chunking words before delving into the later activities.  I think I did a good job addressing multiple learning styles, though.  I included technology and popular culture at the beginning of the lesson, addressed some kinesthetic learning styles with the word manipulatives, and included an opportunity for students to present their learning artistically. 
