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CSL 570
Digital Story Lesson
Topic: Eleventh Grade, U.S. History – Civil Rights Movement
Needs Addressed: Ability to think critically, find commonalities among different cultures, and write persuasively and creatively.
Rationale: The purpose of this lesson is to develop the students’ ability to think critically about our nation’s history with the larger world in mind.  Because events don’t happen in a vacuum, we found it important to look at similar events during different times in different places.  With a larger focus on a global mindset, we believe it is crucial to teach American History in conjunction with events from parts of the world not typically focused on in traditional classrooms.
Objective:  Students will respond to the writing prompt with at least three different points while citing evidence with 80% accuracy by the end of the lesson.  Accommodation: Students will respond to the writing prompt with at least two different points while citing evidence with 80% accuracy by the end of the lesson.
Materials:

· SMART Board (for Anticipatory Set and Digital Story)
· Writing Journal
· Smartphone (for closure if desired)
Standards:
· 11.RH.2 - Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
· 11.RH.7 - Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.
· 11.WHST.1b - Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data and evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

· 11.WHST.1e - Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the argument presented.
Anticipatory Set: We will write the phrase “Civil Rights Movement” on the board and under that phrase list the following names and phrases: Greensboro Four, Rosa Parks, Boycott. We will ask a few students to provide an overview of what occurred during the Civil Rights Movement. We will make sure students have a general understanding of these people and terms, which they’ll come across during the lesson.  Next, students will watch a brief documentary clip. This clip introduces three of the four students North Carolina A&T college students who staged the Greensboro sit-in and the historical context in which they decided to hold their protest. After students have viewed this clip, we will ask them what they think they would do if they were in a situation similar to the one portrayed in the program. Their responses will be discussed as a class.  We will then discuss the phrase “nonviolent protest’ and ask students to contribute examples of this phrase that they’ve either heard about or experienced in their lives, and list their ideas on the board. For example, they might mention a peace protest they saw on TV or a protest against injustices in their community.  We will then tie this discussion to the rest of the lesson focusing on examples of protest in America during the Civil Rights Movement and abroad.  This will take the first ten to twelve minutes of class.
Procedure: 

-Instructional Strategies: After the anticipatory set, the class will discuss the story of the Greensboro Four and how their efforts were one form of protest that was used during the Civil Rights Movement.  We will discuss other forms of protest and their effectiveness is the past and today.  During our discussions, we will also address the demands of those in the Civil Rights Movement, with an eye towards groups in America today who have similar demands that may or may not have been met.  The discussion will then move towards the Arab Spring in Egypt.  We will briefly discuss the nature of the Arab Spring, who it involved, and the reasons why it began before showing the class our digital story, which can be found here.  After watching the video, we will discuss the students’ reaction to the story and address any questions left unanswered by the video.  Part of our discussion will revolve around the role social media played in the Arab Spring.  To further develop the role social media played in the Arab Spring, the class will listen to an interview with an eighteen year old Egyptian Girl who lived through the Arab Spring as she discusses how Twitter and Facebook helped organize and give a voice to protesters.  The video can be found here.  This will take approximately ten to fifteen minutes.  Using the SPAWN Writing strategy, students will respond to the following prompt in their journals; what if social media existed during the American Civil Rights Movement?  How would it have changed the course of events?  Students will need to provide three examples with evidence unless told otherwise.  The students will have ten to fifteen minutes to respond to the prompt and share their responses.  

-Adaptations:  For students who have an auditory disability or hearing trouble, a script of the digital story will be provided, so students can follow along with the video.  For students who have trouble seeing, a packet containing the images will be provided.

-Technology:  As part of the lesson, students will watch the digital story on YouTube and submit their response to the exit slip on Poll Everywhere.

-Closure:  The students will answer the following prompt; in what ways can those involved in the Arab Spring use the American Civil Rights Movement as a form of inspiration or guidance?  Students will need to include three different discussion points and share one with the class, either through their Smart Phones on Poll Everywhere, or verbally in class.  This activity will take the last five to seven minutes of class.
Assessment: Students will compile two lists of interview questions, one for an individual who lived through the Civil Rights Movement, and another for an individual who lived through the Arab Spring in Egypt.  The nature of their questions will focus on their involvement in the events, their feelings related to what had happened both personally and on a larger scale, and how it shaped their live since.  These questions will be edited in a future class for a digital guest speaker from each of the two time periods.
