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Mini Lesson Two

Grade Level: 10th Grade

Examining Social Issues that take place in “A Brief Moment in the Life of Angus Bethune”

Learning Objective: Students will discuss and write about personal perceptions of actual and preferred body types.  Students will discuss and write about social issues that teenagers across the nation deal with.   Students will be able to find journal articles using scholastic databases. Students will create a website using the information from their research.
Materials: Class set of computers, Weebly accounts for each student, “A Brief Moment in the Life of Angus Bethune”

Motivation: We will begin the lesson by watching the video on Media and Eating disorders.  The video is especially relevant because it was made for a student audience by students.  After watching the video, the students will be informed about different social issues that teenagers deal with, mainly focusing on eating disorders.  We will discuss the role the media plays in regard to eating disorders, as well as how the video relates to the short story being read in class.  The videos that they will watch, as well as the article that they will read are engaging as well as educational.  
Procedure:  We will begin the lesson by having students watch a snippet of a documentary about how the media has an effect on teenagers developing eating disorders.  Students will then discuss the eating disorder that Melissa has in the short story.  After the discussion the students will take a non-graded quiz on their knowledge of bulimia.  This activity acts as a pre-test of student knowledge, but it will also illuminate any misconceptions they may have about bulimia or eating disorders in general.  We will discuss any responses which illustrate any of those misconceptions in relation to the material presented to the students.  Students will then read over facts about Bulimia as the teacher reads them and discusses what certain terms mean.  Time permitting, the students will be complete the Web Quest provided.  If time is an issue, the students should only focus on the fourth article, which deals with a celebrity case of bulimia.  
Students will then be told to find scholarly articles on another eating disorder using one of the databases giving.  After students have found their articles, they can create a website that will function as a web resource for their disorder.  The purpose of the website is to help teenagers who may be dealing with one of these issues that are very prevalent across the nation, as well as provide possible treatment options. The requirements, as well as the grading rubric are integrated into the teachers’ website, but the students will be told what the requirements are for their website.  Students can work independently, but collaborations are encouraged.  Having students create their own website and finding journal articles will grasp their attentions and keep them enticed.

Assessment: The teacher will know that the learning objective was accomplished through the students’ participation in the class discussion as well as the outcome of their website.  The teachers’ support will help students to be prepared to continue their lesson and apply what they learned to the extension.  The Google Documents short answer quiz will be used as a “ticket out the door” activity, requiring the students to answer three short answer questions before the class ends.
Extension:  For extra credit, or to be used as another assignment within the unit, the students will take the information they used to create their website and create a multimedia news report.  The news report should be a fictional report about a character who suffers from an eating disorder.  The students are permitted to use Melissa, but are encouraged to use characters from another text they have read.  The news report should include a brief description of the disorder, the warning signs the character has exhibited, and an account of what happened to the character.  Students are allowed to create an “expert” on the topic to interview as part of their report.  The reports can either be strictly audio, using Audacity, or video, using Windows Movie Maker, or any other software they are comfortable using.  The assignment shouldn’t exceed five minutes in content, but the students will not be penalized for surpassing that limit.  When completed, the students will post the assignment on their website.
